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PREFACE

The material comprising the ‘twenty-six lec—
tures contained in this book formed the basis of
a course on vacuum-tube design given by RCA engi-
neers for company employees during the Winter of
1937 and the Spring of 1938. The lectures were
intended to provide a review of the basic prin-
ciples underlying the design and manufacture of
vacuum tubes. They appear in the order in which
they were presented and ina few instances include
new material added at time of publication.

Each lecturer has treated his sub ject accord-
ing to his own viewpoint. In general, the treat-
ment is non-mathematical. Numerous formulas and
charts of particular interest tothe design engi-
neer have been included.

Throughout the book, numerous references to
sources of information have been given. Refer-
ences topublished material list the publication;
those to unpublished material are keyed. The
keyed sources are availabie toauthorized persons
for reference purposes in our Library.

The Editors

Harrison, New dJersey
December, 1940
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